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Sport is life, culture, passion, but also business. In this context the growing interaction between sport and law has created the need for a greater understanding of how legal rules apply to the sporting world and to the athletes as workers or self-employed persons.
This course aims at analysing in details specific issues affecting sporting activities. It focuses on the regulations of private associations and the special employment relationship of Athletes (professionals and amateurs) 
In this perspective, the Tilburg Top Students will identify and understand the policy areas affecting sports regulations and, then, resolve legal problems from both a theoretical and practical perspective. 

They will be requested to examine the relevant and very recent case law (Bernard case, De Sanctis case) delivered both by International and European sports and ordinary judicial bodies and give their contributions to the development of a true European sports policy and legal framework.
A. Structure

The course will be composed of :

1.  Three Frontal lessons 

2.  One day Seminar
3. A final event
4. A possible study visit to some International Sports Associations in Switzerland

Michele Colucci will give the frontal lessons while officials from the Top international sports associations (FIFA, UEFA, CAS,) and Academics will be invited for the Seminar in Tilburg in order to examine together with the students the latest development of Sports law at international level

In the final event, the Top Students will be asked to analyse and to report about some sports law issues of their choice. 
The best papers, meeting  high scientific standard, could be published in the European Sports Law and Policy Bulletin

B. Schedule
The lessons (3 hours each) will take place on the following dates:

Monday   14 February 2011 
14.45 -16.30 

Monday  21 February 2011 
14.45 -16.30  
Monday 21 March 2011

14.45 -16.30
Monday 28  March 


15.00 – 18.30 (international seminar) 

Students will get one month to write a paper and present it at the occasion of the final event which will take place on Monday  2 of May /2011
If possible a study visit will be organised to FIFA, UEFA and CAS, in Switzerland on a Thursday and Friday depending on the availability of such organizations
C. Programme

The programme for the first lessons will be:
Lesson 1
THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK 
1.1. The legal approach to sport: research methods and sources
1.2. General principles of law

1.3 Specificity of sport

1.4 Autonomy of sports federations and leagues

1.5. The American sports model vs. the European sports model

1.6.The Sports stakeholders
Lesson 2
LABOR RELATIONS IN SPORT 
2.1 Sports regulations

2.2 Players and their status: professional and amateur

2.3 Collective bargaining agreements

2.4 Player contracts 

2.5 Transfer systems

2.6 Nationality rules

2.7 Regulation of sporting agents
Lesson 3
THE SPORTS JUSTICE
3.1 The International Sports Judicial bodies

3.2 Court of Arbitration of Sport

3.3 FIFA Dispute regulations

3.4 Procedural rules

3.5 Contract stability

3.6 Enforceability of sports judgements
The SEMINAR
Roy Vermeers (FIFA)
Julien Zylberstein (UEFA)
Roberto Branco Martens (EU agents)
Pieter Van Den Brande (Belgian Football Association)

Wil Van Megen (FIFPro- International Trade Union Association)

Felix Majani (Majani Law Firm and CAS ad-hoc clerk)

Wouter Lambrecht (European Clubs Association)

Although such a seminar is conceived for the top class, taking into account the quality and the importance of the speakers and the Organizations they represent, it would be nice to make the event open to the public.
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